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Section 4 provides detailed profiles of national ERA data by two– and four–digit FoR codes. Please note that there are 

differences in the applicability of indicators for each discipline. These are specified in the ERA 2015 Discipline Matrix, 

available from arc.gov.au/era‑2015‑submission‑documents.

Where an indicator does not apply to a particular discipline, ‘–’ is shown. ‘0’ represents that the indicator applies to 

the discipline, but no data was submitted.

For each two– and four–digit FoR code the following data tables are provided:

Research Outputs by Type
This table shows the number of research outputs submitted by output type. There are two broad groups of research 

output types:

1. Traditional: ‘book’, ‘book chapter’, ‘journal article’ and ‘conference paper’; and

2. Non–traditional: ‘curated or exhibited event’, ‘live performance’, ‘original creative work’, ‘recorded or rendered work’ 

and ‘research report for an external body’.

All disciplines were required to submit eligible traditional research outputs and eligible ‘research reports for an 

external body’ (a non–traditional research output type, applicable to all disciplines). All humanities, creative arts and 

social sciences disciplines were also required to submit other eligible non–traditional research outputs.

Non–traditional research outputs could be submitted as part of a ‘portfolio’. A ‘portfolio’ is a group of individual works 

which together constitute a single non–traditional research output. The portfolio submission was supported with 

information to demonstrate coherent research content. 

Please note that all research outputs were submitted at the four–digit FoR code level. The two–digit FoR code level 

represents the aggregate of the outputs from the relevant four–digit FoR codes which sit beneath the two–digit 

FoR code.

Research Outputs by Year
This table shows the number of research outputs submitted to ERA 2015 for each year of the reference period. 

For ERA 2015, the reference period for research outputs was 1 January 2008—31 December 2013. As a ‘portfolio’ 

can span multiple years, they are not included in yearly figures.

HERDC Category 1 — Australian Competitive 
Grants Research Income
This table shows the total amount of HERDC Category 1 research income submitted to ERA 2015 for each year of the 

reference period. For ERA 2015, the reference period for research income was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

HERDC Category 1 income refers to income received from programmes listed on the Australian Competitive 

Grants Register. The HERDC Category 1 grants are highly competitive and have a strong element of peer review.

http://www.arc.gov.au/era-2015-submission-documents
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The ‘median income’ column shows the middle amount of Category 1 income submitted to ERA 2015 from an 

individual institution for an FoR code across the three–year reference period. The ‘maximum income’ column shows 

the highest amount submitted to ERA 2015 from an individual institution for an FoR code across the three–year 

reference period.

HERDC Category 2 — Other Public Sector 
Research Income
This table shows the total amount of HERDC Category 2 research income submitted to ERA 2015 for each year of the 

reference period. For ERA 2015, the reference period for research income was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

HERDC Category 2 income refers to any other research income received from the Australian Government that 

is not eligible for inclusion as HERDC Category 1 research income. This includes income from both state and 

local governments.

The ‘median income’ column shows the middle amount of Category 2 income submitted to ERA 2015 from an 

individual institution for an FoR code across the three–year reference period. The ‘maximum income’ column shows 

the highest amount submitted to ERA 2015 from an individual institution for an FoR code across the three–year 

reference period.

HERDC Category 3 — Industry and Other 
Research Income
This table shows the total amount of HERDC Category 3 research income submitted to ERA 2015 for each year of the 

reference period. For ERA 2015, the reference period for research income was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

HERDC Category 3 income refers to income from industry and other non–Australian government organisations. 

This category of income is broken down into three sub–categories: Australian, International A and International B 

(detailed below).

The ‘median income’ column shows the middle amount of Category 3 income submitted to ERA 2015 from an 

individual institution for an FoR code across the three–year reference period. The ‘maximum income’ column shows 

the highest amount submitted to ERA 2015 from an individual institution for an FoR code across the three–year 

reference period.

HERDC Category 3 — Industry and Other Research Income (Australian)

HERDC Category 3 (Australian) income refers to contract, grant, donation, bequest and foundation income from 

Australian industry.

HERDC Category 3 — Industry and Other Research Income (International A)

HERDC Category 3 (International A) income refers to competitive, peer reviewed grants for research from  

non–Australian industry or non–Australian government agencies including non–Australian industry collaborative 

research grants.
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HERDC Category 3 — Industry and Other Research Income (International B)

HERDC Category 3 (International B) income refers to income from non–Australian industry or governments that cannot 

be included in International A research income.

HERDC Category 4 — CRC Research Income
This table shows the total amount of HERDC Category 4 research income submitted to ERA 2015 for each year of the 

reference period. For ERA 2015, the reference period for research income was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

HERDC Category 4 income refers to income received by Cooperative Research Centres (CRCs) in which the relevant 

institution is a core participant (i.e. a signatory to the CRC’s Commonwealth Agreement).

The ‘median income’ column shows the middle amount of Category 4 income submitted to ERA 2015 from an 

individual institution for an FoR code across the three–year reference period. The ‘maximum income’ column shows 

the highest amount submitted to ERA 2015 from an individual institution for an FoR code across the three–year 

reference period.

Staffing Profile
This table shows the number of staff submitted to ERA 2015 as of the staff census date (31 March 2014). Both the 

‘FTE’ (Full–Time Equivalent) and ‘Headcount’ figures are shown and correspond to the definition of staff outlined in the 

Higher Education Staff Data Collection Specifications. ‘FTE’ represents the time or workload of individuals employed 

while ‘Headcount’ represents the raw number of employees. ‘FTE’ is classified into staffing Levels A–E and Other while 

‘Headcount’ is classified into ‘FTE’ (Levels A–E and Other), ‘Casual’ and ‘Other Appointment’.

Esteem
This table shows the number of esteem measures submitted to ERA 2015 for the reference period. For ERA 2015, 

the reference period for esteem measures was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

Esteem measures indicate that a researcher is held in particularly high regard by their peers or other qualified parties. 

Eligible esteem measures for ERA 2015 included:

 › editor of a prestigious work of reference

 › membership of a learned academy and membership of AIATSIS

 › recipient of a nationally competitive research fellowship

 › membership of a statutory committee

 › recipient of an Australia Council Grant or Australia Council Fellowship.

The applicability of an esteem measure is dependent on the discipline.
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Patents Granted
This table shows the number of patents granted by country or type submitted to ERA 2015 for the reference period. 

For ERA 2015, the reference period for patents was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

Patents granted in Australia, United States, Europe, and Japan are reported in ERA 2015. Patents granted in other 

jurisdictions are grouped into the ‘other international’ category. Triadic patents are a series of corresponding patents 

filed at the European Patent Office (EPO), the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) and the Japan 

Patent Office (JPO), for the same invention by the same applicant or inventor. Institutions were required to identify 

patents that are essentially the same patent registered in more than one country—the ‘patent family’ column displays a 

set of unique patents.

Registered Designs
This table shows the number of registered designs submitted to ERA 2015 for the reference period. For ERA 2015, 

the reference period for registered designs was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

A registered design is a right granted for new and distinctive designs. Once a registered design has been examined 

and certified, the owner has an exclusive right to use, license and/or sell the registered design, and to enforce it against 

an infringer.

Only eligible disciplines in 08 Information and Computing Sciences, 10 Technology, 12 Built Environment and Design, 

and 19 Studies in Creative Arts and Writing submitted registered designs to ERA 2015.

Plant Breeder’s Rights
This table shows the number of Plant Breeder’s Rights (PBRs) submitted to ERA 2015 for the reference period. 

For ERA 2015, the reference period for PBRs was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

PBRs are proprietary rights held by breeders of certain new varieties of plants and fungi. Such rights are legally 

enforceable and give exclusive commercial rights to market a new variety or its propagating material for the duration 

of the PBR. For ERA 2015 purposes, PBRs were those granted under the Plant Breeder’s Rights Act 1994 (Cth) or their 

international equivalents.

Only eligible disciplines in the 05 Environmental Sciences, 06 Biological Sciences, 07 Agricultural and 

Veterinary Sciences, and 10 Technology submitted PBRs to ERA 2015.
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NHMRC Endorsed Guidelines
This table shows the number of National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Endorsed Guidelines 

submitted to ERA 2015 for the reference period. For ERA 2015, the reference period for NHMRC Endorsed Guidelines 

was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

Guidelines endorsed by the NHMRC and those on population health, clinical practice and ethics may be produced by 

groups external to the NHMRC, or developed by the NHMRC with the assistance of expert working groups.

Only eligible disciplines in 11 Medical and Health Sciences submitted NHMRC Endorsed Guidelines to ERA 2015.

Research Commercialisation Income
This table shows the total amount of research commercialisation income submitted to ERA 2015 for each year of the 

reference period. For ERA 2015, the reference period for income was 1 January 2011—31 December 2013.

Research commercialisation income is defined as commercial returns via income and/or capital gains resulting from the 

commercialisation of research outputs, services and intellectual property. Under ERA 2015, research commercialisation 

income was treated as an ‘applied measure’ rather than as ‘research income’.

The ‘median income’ column shows the middle amount submitted to ERA 2015 from an individual institution for an 

FoR code across the three–year reference period. The ‘maximum income’ column shows the highest amount submitted 

to ERA 2015 from an individual institution for an FoR code across the three–year reference period.

Two– and four–digit FoR codes for 18 Law and Legal Studies do not use research commercialisation income as an 

applied measure nor do some underlying four–digit codes in 11 Medical and Health Sciences. 
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